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IBM TS2260 tape drive 
Sixth-generation LTO Ultrium, half-height  
tape drive

Highlights
●● ● ●Provide long-term backup and archive 

storage data protection while lowering 
overall storage costs

●● ● ●Simplify data management with  
IBM® Spectrum Archive™ utilizing  
IBM Linear Tape File System™ (LTFS) 
technology

●● ● ●Improve energy efficiency over previous 
generations

●● ● ●Support media partitioning on  
LTO™ Ultrium™ 6 media

The IBM TS2260 tape drive is the answer to growing storage  
requirements and shrinking backup windows. Incorporating the latest 
generation of industry-leading LTO technology, the TS2260 tape drive is 
suited for handling backup, save and restore, and archival data storage 
needs with higher capacity and higher data transfer rates than the previ-
ous generation. In addition, the LTO Ultrium 6 technology is designed 
to support media partitioning and LTFS technology. It also continues to 
support encryption of data and write-once-read-many (WORM) media.

The TS2260 tape drive is an excellent tape storage solution for organiza-
tions requiring backup and low-cost, archival storage of data. TS2260, 
with a half-height form-factor, offers more capacity than the full-height 
LTO Ultrium 5 tape drive in less space. TS2260 provides a physical  
storage capacity of up to 6.25 TB (with 2.5:1 compression). The data 
transfer performance has increased over the previous LTO Ultrium  
half-height generation with a transfer rate of up to 160 MBps with  
6 Gbps SAS interface connectivity. The drive offers two SAS and  
one Ethernet port per drive to improve availability.



2

Data Sheet
System StorageIBM Systems

Advanced features
The TS2260 6 Gbps SAS interface enables it to connect to a 
wide spectrum of open-system servers. The LTO Ultrium  
6 tape media provides partitioning support which, in  
conjunction with LTFS technology via IBM Spectrum Archive, 
provides users with file-level access to tape data. This support 
helps users to quickly locate and update information on the  
tape media.

The LTO Ultrium 6 technology is also designed to support 
data encryption. The hardware encryption and decryption  
core and control core reside in the LTO Ultrium 6 tape drive.

Software support
You can increase the power of the TS2260 tape drive by man-
aging it with tape management solutions such as IBM Spectrum
Protect™ or other third-party storage software.

Spectrum Archive helps simplify direct access and management 
of TS2260 by enabling file tagging with any text—which 
enables more intuitive searches of cartridge and drive content. 
The single drive edition features a graphical user interface that 
helps reduce complexity by enabling an icon-based view of the 
tape drive, including tape cartridge and files, using the  
operating system file manager.

Media
The TS2260 tape drive supports the LTO Consortium  
compressed specification for LTO Ultrium 6 at a 6.25 TB data 
cartridge (2.5 TB native), more than double the compressed 
capacity of the previous LTO Ultrium 5 cartridges. In addition 
to reading and writing to LTO Ultrium 6 tape cartridges, 
TS2260 can read and write to LTO Ultrium 5 cartridges  
and can read LTO Ultrium 4 cartridges.

 

Why IBM?
The performance and availability of your storage environment 
can either enhance or hamper your business processes. That’s 
where IBM comes in. As a market leader in the storage indus-
try, we can help you handle the challenges that your network or 
company as a whole encounters.

Innovative technology, open standards, excellent performance, 
and a broad portfolio of storage-proven software, hardware and 
solutions offerings—all backed by IBM expertise—are just a few 
of the reasons why you should consider IBM storage offerings.
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IBM TS2260 tape drive at a glance

Available configurations Model 3580 H6S—One LTO Ultrium 6 tape drive, 6 Gbps SAS interface 
PN 3580S6E

Tape drive type LTO Ultrium 6

Physical capacity 2.5 TB native; 6.25 TB with 2.5:1 compression

Number of tape drives 1

Number of tape cartridges 1

Data transfer rate Up to 160 MBps native

Media type Read and write: 
LTO Ultrium 6 
2.5 TB data cartridge 
2.5 TB WORM cartridge 
LTO Ultrium 5 
1.5 TB data cartridge 
1.5 TB WORM cartridge 
Read only: 
LTO Ultrium 4 
800 GB data cartridge 
800 GB WORM cartridge 
Also available: 
LTO Ultrium cleaning cartridge

Weight 4.3 kg (9.5 lb)

Power requirements 100 – 240 V ac, 50 – 60 Hz auto-ranging

Dimensions (W x H x D) 21.3 cm x 5.8 cm x 33.2 cm (8.39 in. x 2.29 in. x 13.07 in.)

Warranty Three-year limited warranty, customer replaceable unit (CRU) and on-site service in most countries,  
next-business-day 9x5, service upgrades available
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For more information
To learn more about the IBM TS2260 tape drive, please contact 
your IBM representative or IBM Business Partner, or visit:  
ibm.com/systems/storage/tape/ts2260

Additionally, IBM Global Financing can help you acquire the 
IT solutions that your business needs in the most cost-effective 
and strategic way possible. For credit-qualified clients we can 
customize an IT financing solution to suit your business 
requirements, enable effective cash management, and improve 
your total cost of ownership. IBM Global Financing is your 
smartest choice to fund critical IT investments and propel  
your business forward. For more information, visit:  
ibm.com/financing
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International Business Machines Corp., registered in many jurisdictions 
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available on the web at “Copyright and trademark information”  
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are trademarks of HP, IBM Corp. and Quantum in the U.S. and other 
countries.

This document is current as of the initial date of publication and may be 
changed by IBM at any time. Not all offerings are available in every country 
in which IBM operates.

The performance data discussed herein is presented as derived under 
specific operating conditions. Actual results may vary.

It is the user’s responsibility to evaluate and verify the operation of any 
other products or programs with IBM products and programs.

THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED  
“AS IS” WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY, OR IMPLIED,  
INCLUDING WITHOUT ANY WARRANTIES OF 
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR  
PURPOSE AND ANY WARRANTY OR CONDITION OF  
NON-INFRINGEMENT. IBM products are warranted according to the 
terms and conditions of the agreements under which they are provided.

The client is responsible for ensuring compliance with laws and regulations 
applicable to it. IBM does not provide legal advice or represent or warrant 
that its services or products will ensure that the client is in compliance with 
any law or regulation. Statements regarding IBM’s future direction and 
intent are subject to change or withdrawal without notice, and represent 
goals and objectives only.

Actual available storage capacity may be reported for both uncompressed 
and compressed data and will vary and may be less than stated.
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